
\[GCFCTRKQIYKYFCPXCF[N[O[RGSU
C[T\PINF
)KG"E[N"F:K'(

[BNF:CQ-BEO[[KRGB\[PGPIP\PINFGRVJZ{FBOIGYYKODO

B\[PGFIE[TNFPXCFBGZYB\[PGFPYGZK?GBOIGYYKOB\[RK

F[PG\,PFGFSEZFRMGQ?

\[GCF:FPEZ[,F\NPGEFCCNKGFHGFZYGCTKO[[KRGKF[OFGBBIEPFECZKO

FPCJNKODHKZFZTF1BCNBKQFORG\RKOJTONECZ.ZCKRGRSKODKZGREKPSCKZ

["[KRGKF[ODGZONGNT[G\\[GCF,[KBPZCNCGBKRKBG\GFBK[[FKK\K

YGEONMQGXZKLBRKN\YQPT[K"2.BIZKOBGPZKO[[KRGKF[OPKGTENFJTG\

B\PNBLFPGG\MEK[NBKGMNNPXGBB\FIGNFGNFPK\G3.\FBFSKCF

FPYGZK\B[Z\FB,P\YGV\FZB[GRKOGBKNLRFDGN[RG\B\F[O[NFIGNF

CB[MRH,CXZV\GCSVZE4.ZCKRGKZGIO,[IKCSVZECPBFFBZCT-T[ZF,P\BZ

JYSPZ[KO[FGBPKKISN"DBGRKO"[F\CXTCPRKQGSVZ\GZF,GMNN\YKT\

[GVZ5.CKPKRGP[RKOB\[PG[NIGNFCBPXTG\\VKNFFREVS\CSVZKO[GRKO

[EGPFNHB\FPGCB\TNKEKZCKRGKZGIO6.

CB[ZNIYKY\F[OFIE[TNFPXCF,BZCT[KJG\K[CECZ:

B(RZBFP[G"\IGJF[RK[NZ'P[F[P[GQCMZL)VZRYVGZJTNRFZPKKQ,

\N"J,SKPQJ'=K"B,FPGCBCV\IK\[GCFNBCQFTHZYM"J,S"YR'([RFDGNIYGY

B\F[OFIE[TNFPXCFKIETOF[OFPYGZKBVKNGM[FRVJZP\PPIN\G

HPQYXZNBIZ[KRGK[PG.MNGPZ,[KRGKF[OBKRGPG\RFCFXNI\FPT[F

GCFCZB\FIGNF.

C(PBKELDKSB,NET\Z'P[FPJZBRK)[G"\PCK"J,INYB',SKPQYM"FGECZKG

PGCBKOCINY\PIGYYNBCQFTHZYM"J,S"YB'(BOP\FIGNF,[PGIGHZ

NYEPG\GG"BKQPHMKZKQBG\GTGEC[GOECZMKBOC[OFZB[GQMKNBR[\RF

[PGBNBBOKIKF".MNGPZ,[KRGKF[OPG\RFCFXNI\FPT[FGBOFECZNB

FGTKNIGHZ[PGNYEPG\G.GF[GGFZ'KGSU[BGNR\RHGQ)[G"\[GBNGP[KC,

PFEGZFYPB,INYB',SKPQY"J(NSCZBEGPF.
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D(MPFBIZGRKOSCGZKO[BOFIGNFIK[NG[KOKGONBIZ[KRGK[PGFGB

PGIHYC[PGFIE[GIGYYKOBG\GTNPXC\G7.FONGPEKOB\FECZPFNMG\

DKJKQ,MKNET\Z'P[FBCQICKC)DJV[GJ,SKPQYM"J,SGUSTKUX"D(NBIZ

[NG[KOKGOPGIHYCQ-BEOC[PGFIE[GK[NM\GCBG\GCDJNVRK[PGFPYGZK.

E(NCSGU,Z'PZEMKKTYCCZKK[SCGZ[FIGNFPGIHYC[OFIE[ZYBOTNF

N\GZFC[PGFIE[8.FGBNGPEB\FECZPCK\[PGBNNBCQFTHZYM"J,S"Y

N"F,[VSY[BOBEORVJZNBIZ[KRGKF[OGNBTNFN\GZFCBG\G[OBKQ

XGZLNFHMKZBG\GF[OCDJ.FZCCZKK[BUPGSKURKPGYVSKMGNGDKNF[PJ\

F[OFIE[:"GBOMQCRKEGQEKEQBOFGBNTDP\RV[TCGZFP[VIFNFHMKZG

C[OFRK\GSU~=FRGSU|[NBFGTKNNYZGTFDHZ-EKQRZBFEBKRGXZKLNFHMKZG

MNN...".

SKMGPG[NECZ,PEGCZCPRFD,G"ETCKEMPZTCKEGETCKEMPZTCKE")ZBFCZMG\

M"HT"B(.MNGPZ,BV[ZNIYGYB\[RKF[PG\CMNPYZF,BGZYBOF\BG[[

FIGNFNDPZKPPPIN\G,BGZYBOIK[NG[KOKGONBIZ[KRGKF[O,BGZYBO

DOTNFN\GZFC[PGFIE[.ZXGKCMNBGVQNEGQCMNPYZFNDGVG.BORVJZ

FIGNFHPQYXZNBIZ[KRGK[PGGF[OFIE[ZYKHMKZNP[VIF[[KRGK[PGNB

FGTKN,ZXGKNBNIYGYBG\GTNFPXCF.BCNBO,PXE[RK,F\BG[[FIGNF

PPIN\GGIKMPF[RKONBIZ[KRGKF[OZXGKNM\GCB\[RKF[PG\TNFPXCF

MKFGBMCZFGIHYMPF[RKOC[PGFIE[.NCSGU,BOIGYYKOB\F[OFIE[

TNFPXCF,ZXGKNIYGYBG\GNVRKF[OFPYGZK9.

EGEDGNKRYKQ

KZG[NKOTKZFYGE[

M'CBEZC'\[R"F

CFSMP\MNICZKFGGTE
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FTZG\

.1CZB[K\ZCFP"E:K"C,PFE'\KBGEGZ-BNCY,TP'434GFPYCKNG\FZ[GPG\

[O;CCNKZB[F[RFJ"HT"C;GHGFZIKK[ZF,YN"DT"C.

.2FZ"QTNFZK"UNZB[F[RFFR"N,EV'GKNRBD'T"C.GF[GGFNZ'P[FPYGXK,

SVZPXGG\DEGN,T[KQ,SKPQK"G,EV'GKRKXKBFX"JT"B:"[P[RF[PG

MNGPZ[BRKBIZGBKRKBG\GFBK[[T[FBG\QFPT[KO".GF[GGFZPC"O,

FNMG\\[GCFC':E'[RG\QFSCZEGPF,BCNFGBTGSYC"EZMKF\[GCF"

GNBC[KRGK[PG[NFIGNF.

.3MLP[\PTPRGSIF\VKNFN[KRGKF[O,FPGCBTNKEKZCKRGKZGIO,INY

IGF,R\KCM"I,INYB',ZN"BT"D:"...GBORDHZFDHKZFZTF,TNVNGRKHFNB

RDHZFEBK[BIZFGBGMCZKKFIE[FFGBGMYJQ[RGNENIKKOJGCKO

GNBZKMG\[RKOGNPKNGKKPKO...".MPFIGYZKOSCGZKO[HFGFFSCZFPYGZK

N[KRGKF[O{ZBFJ.Z. Lauterbach, CCAR Yearbook, Vol. 42 (1932),

pp. 329-330; Joshua Trachtenberg, Jewish Magic and Superstition, 1939,

pp. 204-206.NTGEPYGZG\TN[KRGKF[O,ZBFBNKTHZNBRESFGJF,SEZ

CYGZIGNKOPTCZKCYGSVZFIKKO,CTZNKQ,\ZM"H,TP'XV-XII;P'DKEPQ

CSVZFKGCNN[JKKR[RKKEZ,FINYFNGTHK,NKKVXKD,1896,TP'1=15;K"E

BKKHR[JKKQ,BGXZEKRKOGPRFDKO,RKG-KGZY,1917,TP'428;Hayyim Schauss,

The Lifetime of a Jew, New York, 1950, pp. 48, 74-76, 311;Z'EGC

[VKJXTZ,FEZGOK"I)\[M"E(,TP'134=135;ECZGHQ,CBFNK[O,KZG[NKO,

\[P"C,TP'56=59;Z'K[TKFGHGSKBGGKNFTNO,YGRJZSHKGF[PG\,CZGYNKQ,

\[P"E,TP'X'=X"D;Rabbi Walter Jacob, Contemporary American

Reform Responsa, New York, 1987, No. 33.

.4NB[MRHZBFSVZISKEKO,PFE'PZDNKG\,SKPQZP"E=ZP"F)FSKPQF[RK

PGVKTDOCPFE'GKSJKRXYK,SKPQ[S"F(;[G"\PFZ"KCZGRB,SKPQY"B;

\ZGP\FE[Q,SKPQZN"E;NYJKG[Z,INYC',TP'83;GFZP"BCKGZFETF

[N"F:K'.NXZV\ZBFFDFG\ZCKRGVZWNSVZPXGG\YJQ,SKPQYV"E,PFE'

SBJPTZ,\ZX"F,TP'YP"G,FTZFG',FPXGJJDOTNKEKMNCG,FNMG\

DKJKQ,SKPQT"G,P"GT"E.NSVZEZBFZCKRGKZGIOFR"N)NTKN,FTZF3(.

NZB[GRKORGSVKOZBFFCK\KGSUNBCQFTHZYM"JCBPXTE"FPK[K[NG

C'[PG\.

.5ZBFZCKRGKZGIOFR"N)NTKN,FTZF3(.

.6ZBFNEGDPBZ'FKKPQDGNEKQ,FPEZKL,RKG-KGZY,1939,TP'103=.104

.7[G"\\[GZ\["K,PBZPBZB[SKDTJ,\ZS"F,SKPQ\YV"JG[G"\NCG[K

PZEMK,JBNJ[GGB,\ZT"C,SKPQZJ"G,FPGCBKOTNKEKZ'KYG\KBNKFGEF
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DZKRGGBNE,MNCGTNBCNG\,KZG[NKO=RKG-KGZY,\[N"D,TP'382=383;Z'

KIKBNPKMNJGYX'KRSYK,D[ZFIKKO,INYB',KZG[NKO,\["L,TP'["F,

GP[OBXNZ'IKKOCRKPKQDGNECZD,SVZVRKCZGL,KZG[NKO,\[P"G,TP'

["X.

.8[G"\INY\KTYC,INYB',KZG[NKO,\[K"B,SKPQYS"F=PFE'\N-BCKC,

\[R"C,INYKGZFETF,SKPQZM"J.

.9MKMLPTKEKOC[G"\IGJF[RKFR"NCY[ZNPXCG\GMLRGFDKOCDKJKQ{

ZBFZCKRGVZWG\ZGP\FE[QFR"N)NTKN,FTZF4(,BCQFTHZYM"J:K"I

GFCK\KGSUTNFJGZ[O.N\[GCG\RGSVG\TNTRKQHF,[JZOZBK\K,ZBF

Z'BFZQNGKQ,SVZHMZGQPBKZTNBCKNG\,INYB',JGZGRJG,\[P"F,TP'

112,FTZFa.144
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