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Responsa in a Moment, Volume II, The Institute of Applied Halakha at the Schechter Institute 1p17o1 Sw
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“For us, then the Sefirah period has great meaning and validity. A time-space set aside for cumulative
commemoration of national tragedy - at the hands of the Romans, the Crusaders, the Cossacks - it has
high national and spiritual significance. The national significance, strong in historical consciousness of
the way we have come, is obvious. But it is spiritual as well. For, a gesture of commemoration, an act of
respect offered to others, is spiritual. Among the identifiable qualities of this vague and overworked
word, ‘spirituality’, is that which is neither selfishly nor materialistically motivated. Commemorative
mourning observances are spiritual because they give significance to all of life by respecting life, by a
gesture of reverence for the memory of martyrs.”
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