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Sacha Stern, Compulsive libationers: non-Jews and wine in early rabbinic sources, Journal of Jewish
X111 36 Tnya .Studies, Vol LXIV, No.1, Spring 2013, Oxford Centre for Hebrew and Jewish Studies, pp. 19-44
Halphin}
“The contrast between Rabbinic assumptions about non-Jewish libations and the evidence of Graeco-
Roman literary, iconographic, and epigraphic sources is striking. Rabbinic sources assume that non-
Jewish libations could be made in any context, at random, and compulsively; any non-Jew left on his own
with Jewish wine, even for a brief instant, was suspected of having made a libation from it. Greek and
Roman sources, in contrast, present wine libations as a well structured practice, performed only in
specific contexts, and conforming to standard rituals . . .” :41 Tiy21 “The myth of compulsive libation
was, in other words, a powerful way of demeaning and demonizing avodah zarah”.
127107 ORI 7 MINWYY 1¥Y1Y DN MOIRT V1T, 01P1TX Dm0 Y3 Kow minnb 2
M%) D™y DK DIVRYAWIIW 01201 D"ANIT " MLMw Iwy'w DIXY 7oK 117 2"y a0 177710 M5oIN z
7PN YT wr ,annyY L(T:b 011313 Ny Ma%n) 0™OY 1OK DT DTIVLAW 9210 AKX (X N17I0K MIYORN
TN 27T DT W DMTRNNT 1A O TART YR DK 07TV DYI0W 01 DR DTTRRw TR0 YW avnTim
XY AKX DI DNONA FIKIT NTY 191 DA MIR[T K'Y 13 5T 2" Y OT T Ty NOonY AN N RW A 11K
Mwyn? X7 X 13507 poId N1 Ty 2P0 IR0 T YW 127 01NN D1wn YRIwT 17 M3 van i X IRk nnws
LK"Y 13 17 TTI2Y 20K T MB0IN) DMV K DYRYAWT 12 WAW T I nwh 1y
:David Kraemer, Jewish Eating and Identity Through the Ages, Routledge, New York, 2007, pp. 67-68 1x1 %
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“In the Mishnah’s late second century Roman context, it is surely significant that, among thefoods, the
well-known ‘Mediterranean triad’ - bread, wine, and olive oil - is subject to the present prohibitions. The
most common and respected foods in the Roman world are prohibited to the Jew if they have belonged to
the gentile [. . .] The obvious result of this prohibition is to make enjoying a meal with a gentile, even in
the home of a Jew (because of the consequences of gentile touch with respect to wine), very difficult - and
to do so in the home of a gentile would be nearly impossible. . ."
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Proceedings of the Committee on 1n2a “The Use of All Wines” -2 §717 119K 2771 YW 11351 1Y 17771 K7
DTTIRY ,T"own ,p17 11,0720 Noid Jewish Law and Standards of the Conservative Movement 1986-1990
“. .. the prohibitions originally instituted against the bread, oil, and :309 Tiny2a an13 717 2771 .318 - 295
cooked foods prepared by non-Jews have been abrogated long ago. If one were keeping these strict
measures in order to prevent social intercourse between Jews and Gentiles, the policy would at least be
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